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1. HAITIAN UNDER SECRETARY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY HENRY 
BAYARD ATTENDED THE MEETING IN MEXICO ON THE PORPOSED LATIN 
AMERICAN SHIPPING VENTURE. HE HAS CONFIRMED THE GENERAL 
INFORMATION PROVIDED ON THE CONFERENCE BUT HAS BEEN NONCOMMITTAL 
AS TO THE PROSPECTS OF HAITIAN PARTICIPATION. 

2. PRESIDENT DUVALIER HIMSELF MADE DECISION TO SEND BAYARD TO 

MEXICO MEETING, IN ACCORDANCE WITH HIS GENERAL POLICY OF STRENGTHENING 

TIES WITH HAITI'S NEIGHBORS. GOH DICISION ON IOINING VENTURE 
WILL HAVE TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION TWO OTHER FACTORS: 

ITS DISLIKE OF ANY ASSOCIATION WITH CUBA. AND THE FINANCIAL COSTS 
AND BENEFITS. LESS THAN 5 PERCENT OF HAITI'S IMPORTS (EXCLUDING 
PETROLEUM) COME FROM PROSPECTIVE PARTICIPANTS; THUS HAITIAN USE 
OF PROPOSED SHIPPING LINE WILL BE MINIMAL. 
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